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Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) Vaccine

What is Human Papillomavirus (HPV)?

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is any one of more than 150 viruses that are 

passed from person to person during skin-to-skin sexual contact including 

vaginal, oral, and anal sex. Some of these viruses can lead to cancer. In 

women, HPV infection can cause cancer of the cervix, vagina, vulva or 

oropharynx (back of the throat, including base of the tongue and tonsils).  

In men, it can cause cancer of the penis, anus or oropharynx.

Who should be vaccinated?

Generally, HPV vaccine is first given to boys and girls at age 11 or 12 

years. However, catch-up vaccines are recommended for men through 

age 21 and women through age 27, if they did not get vaccinated  

when they were younger. Women and men who have already become 

sexually active and even those who have been exposed to HPV will still 

benefit from vaccination. 

Women or men who start the vaccine series after age 15 need three 

doses. If you have had only 1 or 2 doses of the vaccine, the HPV vaccine 

series should be completed. This is true even if it has been months or 

years since your last shot; you do not need to restart the series. 

The HPV vaccine is not recommended during pregnancy. However, 

women who are breastfeeding can safely receive the vaccine.

Why get vaccinated?

The vaccine helps prevent infection with the types of HPV most likely  

to cause cancer. Clinical trials show HPV vaccines provide close to  

100% protection against cervical precancers. 

Are there side effects?

The HPV vaccine Gardasil®9 went through years of extensive safety  

testing before being licensed by the FDA. No serious safety concerns  

were identified. Many people who get the HPV vaccine have no side 

effects at all. The most common side effects are injection site pain and 

fainting in the first 15 minutes after receiving the injection. The benefits  

of HPV vaccination far outweigh any potential risk of side effects.


